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EU and Evidence based

Policy formation HWhat

evidence are we giving
them

A journey of a SME owner, Mikrotik admin to
SME Activist and Amateur Lobyist ©
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You can't complain if
you can't say I told
you so!

A journey of a SME owner to SME Activist and
Amateur Lobyist ©
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Meet early Meet Often
Share Hnouledge (Facts)

Politicians and Officials can only fly the
Plane based on the Information Presented them

Bad or No Information.. Bad Policy formation
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Tom Smyth

* Juner operator of Wireless Connect Ltd. a SME Fixed Wireless
Access (FWA),Fiber To The Whatnot FTTX operator established 20066.

* lithout MikroTik My company would not have succeeded.

* Uolunteer representative SME Internet service provider(ISPs) in
Ireland and EU.

* lork with other SME bodies and stakeholders.

* Maintainer(I try) of NSH port in OpenBSD.

* Funding the development of NSH through Wireless Connect Ltd.
* Long time OpenBSD FreeBSD User / Llist Lurker.

* Use OpenBSD quite extensively in My ISP for critical services.
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Mikrotik and i1ts importance to my
company

* BGP Route looking glasses for staff

DHCP server management

Dude Monitoring and management

Tunneling / Encapsulation Concentration / endpoints
SSTP

IPSEC

OpenUPN

EOIP

e UKLAN

Firewalling

Proof of Concept development.
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OpenBSD and i1ts importance to my
company

* BGP Route Servers and Route Reflectors
* OpenBSD + OPenBGPd + NSH
* OpenBSD + Ospfd and Ospfbd + NSH

* DNS Servers
* OpenBSD + ISC Bind (back in the day)
e OpenBSD + NSD (authortive)
e OpenBSD + Unbound (recursive Resoluers)
* OpenBSD + Unbound (DNS filtering) (Opt in Service for Commercial /
Educational institutions)
* NTP Servers
* OpenBSD + OpenNTPd (saving the world on time © )

* SMTP Servers
e OpenBSD + OpenSMTPD (SMTP Foruwarder for my clients)
* OpenBSD + Postifx (advanced SMTP routing and filtering)
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OpenBSD and i1ts importance to my
company

* Firewalls for End Customers and our Critical services.
* OpenBSD + Packet Filter + NSH
* OpenBSD + OPenBGPd + NSH
* OpenBSD + pflow + NFsen and Fastnetmon + OpenBGPD (traffic analysis and Ddos
Mitigation%
* OpenBSD + relayd for Loadbalancing and TLS acceleration.

Threat detection and Mitigation

* OpenBSD + pflow + NFsen and Fastnetmon + OpenBGPD (traffic analysis and Ddos
Detection and Mitigation)

* OpenBSD + ISC Bind (back in the day)
Remote critical system backup
OpenBSD + OpenSSH (SFTP File Transfers)

Webservers

* OpenBSD + (open)Httpd + php ( I actually used to use RApache httpd) Reyk® is the
worst at naming daemons © (sorry Reyk@ (not Sorry)
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FreeBSD and i1ts importance to my
company

* llebservers
* FreeBSD + Apache and PHP

* IAN Link simulators, Impaired Link simulators

* FreeBSD + DummyNet Threat detection and Mitigation ( old dialup / old
leased Lines and Satellite Links)

* Lentralised Storage
* FreeBSD and 2FS © got to love some 2FS

* High Throughput Packet Processing for ISPs
* FreeBSD + UPP (vector packet Processing) Planned (watch this space),

* for Wholesale ISP interconnections
* Line rate Ulan Aggregation
* pppoe, wireguard and IPSEC termination for internet traffic.
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EU European Union

EU Charter of fundamental rights
* Rights 17 pages

The EU 27 member states.. Pooled sovereignty.

Based on the Treaties

TEU- Treaty on European Union
* Principles — 34 pages
* Updated from time to time Maastricht Treaty, Lisbon Treaty

TFEU — Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union
* Details — 344 pages wuwhat ifs
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EU European Union Institutions

EU Commission
* Powers to Initiate legislation. Set the agenda for EU policies,
* Commission College 27 Commissioners each nominated by the member state.

The Council of the European Union

* National ministers from each EU country meet to negotiate and adopt EU
Laus.

EU Council

* Roundtable of Heads of Government (Executive pouers)

* Member states double (qualified) majority, majority of at Least 55% Member
states,

* <AND>
* the Member states approving must represent at least 657 of the population

* European Parliament.
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EU Institutions

* National
Ministers of
the same
portfolio meet
discuss

upcoming EU
The Council of the EU is where national ministers from each EU country meet to negotiate

L a Ll.l S . and adopt EU laws.

The Council of the European Union

What the Council does

The Council of the EU represents the member states'
governments. It is where national ministers and experts from

each EU country meet to: @  Seelatest news

- negotiate and adopt EU laws El  Access Council conclusions

= conclude international agreements on behalf of the EU =] . ;
Upcoming meetings

= adopt the EU budget

= develop the EU's foreign and security policy

= coordinate member states' policies in specific fields
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EU Institutions Commission

Any initiative of
EU starts Here

Collective
Responsibility

Commission College
meet weekly

ALL Commissioners
must agree

Oath to Put EU
First

%m & European |
= == Commission Ursula

von der Leyen

j‘

SEPTEMBER 2024
President

Teresa Ribera

Rodriguez p )
Executive Vice-President Maro3 Seftovit

Clean, Just and Lommissioer:
Competitive Trade and Economic Security
Transition Interinstitutional Relations
and Transparency

Henna Virkkunen
Executive Vice-President

Valdis Dombrovskis
Commissioner Commissioner Tech Sovereignty,
Economy and Mediterranean Security and
Productivity Democracy
Implementation
and Simplification

Dubravka Suica

Olivér Varhelyi
Commissioner
Health and
Animal Welfare

Andrius Kubilius
Commissioner

Wopke Hoekstra

Commissioner

Marta Kos

Commissioner

Climate,
Net Zero and
Clean Growth

Defence and
Space

Enlargement

Costas Kadis
Commissioner

Maria Luis Albugquerque

Stéphane Séjourné b Jozef Sikela
Commissioner

Hadja Lahbib
Commissioner Kaja Kallas
High Representative/
Vice-President

Commissioner
Executive Vice-President

Prosperity and
Industrial Strategy

Financial Services
and the Savings
and Investments
Union

International
Partnerships

Fisheries and
Oceans

Preparedness
and Crisis
Management
Equality

Foreign Affairs
and Security
Policy

Jessika Roswall
Commissioner

Magnus Brunner
Commissioner
Internal Affairs
and Migration

Piotr Serafin
Commissioner
Budget, Anti-Fraud
and Public

Administration

Dan Jorgensen
Commissioner

Environment,
Water Resilience

and a Competitive
Circular Economy

Energy and
Housing

Ekaterina Zaharieva
Commissioner

Michael McGrath

Commissioner

Apostolos
Tzitzikostas
Democracy, Justice Comllssioner
and the Rule of Law, Sustainable
- Transport and .

Roxana Minzatu Tourism Raffaele Fitto
Executive Vice-President —— - - — Executive Vice-President
People, Skills and

Preparedness Christophe
Hansen

Commissioner

Startups, Research
and Innovation

Cohesion and
Glenn Micallef Reforms
Commissioner

Intergenerational

Fairness, Youth,

Culture and
Sport

Agriculture
and Food
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* Set the general political direction and Priorities

* Lan stop Initiatives of the Commission

i i
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European Council

The European Council is the EU institution that defines the general political direction and
priorities of the European Union.
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EU European Union Institutions

European Parliament

Democratic Mandate

Talk to everyone

Uotes count (even from
MEPs you don't Like or

wouldn't vote for )

720 weps

The European Parliament is made up of 720 Members, who
are directly elected.

Search for your MEP

> Go to the website

2 4 Committees

MEPs participate in committees to prepare the work for
Parliament's plenary sessions.

Select a committee A\

> Go to the website

President Roberta Metsola

The President is elected for a renewable two and a half
years, meaning half a Parliamentary term.

> Go to the President's website

Plenary

During plenary sessions MEPs vote on European laws and
take position on issues through debates.

8 Political groups

MEPs sit in political groups. They are not organised by
nationality, but by political affiliation

Select a political group 4

> Go to the website

4 8 Delegations

Parliament's delegations maintain relations and exchange
information with parliaments in hon-EU countries.

Select a delegation v

> Go to the website
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EU and You

The EU is becoming ever more important in our daily lives

Communications from the Commission
e Goft Lau

Directives
* Nudge in the direction.. mandatory parts and discretionary parts

* Laws written in Europe and Transposed at a national level (deadlines for
implementation for Member states (after deadline) transposed or not ..
Direct effect

Regulations —-S5et by EU for the Entire EU immediate and direct
effect.
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EU and You

* Communications from the Commission
* Guidelines for state aid for Investment in broadband networks 2823.
* Constrains the Commission in how it is to lawfully act.
* Legitimate expectation that the Commission follow its own guidelines.

* Directives
e EECC
* NISI
* NISZ

* Requlations —-5et by EU for the Entire EU

* GOPR

* Cyber Security Act

* Digital Services Act
* Digital Markets Act
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EU and me.. Lawyers :)

* I befriended a Lauwyer.. He suggested I read

INFORMATION FROM EUROPEAN UNION INSTITUTIONS, BODIES, OFFICES
AND AGENCIES

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION

EU Guidelines for the application of State aid rules in relation to the rapid deployment of
broadband networks

(2013/C 25/01)
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EU and me Big Bad Government

I befriended a Lauwyer.. discussed Guidelines vs Practice (procedure
us Practice) ad nauseam : )

 Irish Authorities (Department of Communications) Practice and
Procedure on the ground vs what it was stating to the EU
Commission.

* Hang on a second.. The Government is not
* Treating me fair
* Querbuilding my network with State Aided Competition.
* Telling the EU the Truth about the scale of broadband in Ireland.
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Yes Minister... I can assure you.

3

The Foreign'Office is pro-Europe,
because itiis really anti-Europe.
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Hes Minister... I can assure you.

— :
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The Civil Serwce was united in its
desire to make sure that the

common marketdidn’t work




wireless

EU might be able to help me

I wrote to Directorate General Competition Unit C4 the beginning
of a 5 year Journey.

Ryanair letter vs Market information

Formal State aid Complaint on behalf or Wireless Connect Ltd.

e TLOR .. Irish Gout did not recognise my network and insisted that it had to
subsidise a competitor to build a broadband network over mine.

* Waste of Tax payer Resources

* Unfair Competition.

Representing Circa 20 SME FWA ISPs with a state aid Complaints
Abou the NBP
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Who Can Help

* Find the Directorate General for the area of concern

e Commission Service (Civil Servants of the Commission)

* Completion and Markets

DG COMP DG Competition (Under Executive Uice President Uestager
* DG CNECT DG Connect (under Internal Market Commissioner)

DG GROW

* Commission Cabinets the Political advisors to the Commissioner.
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Directorate-General
For Competition

DG COMP

DIRECTOR-GENERAL

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT : MARGRETHE VESTAGER
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©  veputy to the director

SECONDED MANAGERS AND ADVISERS: M. PIERGIOVANNI, SECONDED TO THE CABINET OF EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT VESTAGER

ATE OF EFF




Who Can Help

* Find the in Org chart the
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COMP.C

MARKETS & CASES Il: INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY,
COMMUNICATION & MEDIA
CARLOTA REYNERS FONTANA

COMP.C1

ANTITRUST: ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
HANMA ANTTILAINEN

COMPL.2
ANTITRUST: MEDIA
FRIEDRICH WENZEL BULST

COMPL3
ANTITRUST: IT, INTERNET & CONSUMER ELECTRONICS

COMP.C4
STATE AID

COMP.CS
MERGERS
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Improve Policies

* Framework for
Evidence based
Policy
Formation

* Impact
Assessment

* Critical

REFIT — making EU law simpler, less costly and

future proof

The European Commission's regulatory fitness and performance programme (REFIT) aims to
ensure that EU laws deliver on their objectives at a minimum cost for the benefit of citizens and

businesses.

PAGE CONTENTS

About REFIT

How REFIT works

How you can contribute
Main achievements
Background

Documents

About REFIT

The REFIT programme is part of the Commission’s Better regulation agenda. Under this
programme, the Commission ensures that EU laws deliver their intended benefits for individuals and
businesses, while simplifying existing EU laws and cutting red tape, whenever possible. REFIT aims
to make EU laws simpler, more targeted and easier to comply with.

Citizens and small and medium-sized enterprises - representing 99% of all businesses in the EU -
benefit particularly from REFIT as they can be particularly affected by burdens and complexity of the
rules.

The Commission regularly monitors the progress under REFIT through the REFIT Scoreboard,
which follows the REFIT initiatives throughout their full life cycle. The Annual Burden Survey
presents a yearly overview of EU’s efforts for simplification and burden reduction, including
highlights of the main REFIT initiatives, the Fit for Future Platform activities and since 2021, the
‘one-in, one-out’ approach
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Getting Information

* Ask the EU https://uwuw.asktheeu.org/

* Your Local EU Commission Office

* Perm Reps of countries



Giving Information

* sign up to B o | Have your say

Commission

Transparency 7]

Reg ister Dear Sir or Madam,

Several initiatives have been published or updated on the European Commission's 'Have your say'
portal:

Feedback opportunities.

Title Topic Deadline Action
Draft Act
EU cybersecurity certification scheme —
¥ ¥ 3 Digital economy and Published for
amendment to the list of state-of-the-art : 18/10/2024
society feedback
documents
EU Cybersecurity Act — rules for
3 V . x ) Digital economy and Published for
notifications of conformity assessment i 18/10/2024
society feedback

bodies

To consult all the existing initiatives please visit the portal:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say_en



